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Analysis of Research Methods
	A blend of surveys and secondary data sources would be the most effective research method to be applied in an exploration aimed at unraveling the experiences of homelessness in Los Angeles city. Research focused on establishing experiences of a chosen population group is categorized as qualitative research, thus requiring a method that will collect, analyze and interpret data that is non-numerical (Hollin et al., 2020). Combining primary and secondary data sources is a metric that is used to gauge the validity as well as the accuracy of research. No wonder, in such a case, research would do justice to the exploration by circulating targeted questionnaires to homeless people and undertaking interviews to gather first-hand information from the victims (Martins et al., 2018). The use of secondary sources with details of previous research work done on the subject of homelessness in Los Angeles would guide the researcher in terms of understanding the population dynamics of the region, the areas to focus within the chosen locality as well as the expected feedback to suggest the questions of the survey. 
	Surveys are preferred in research as they are relatively cheap compared to a method such as experimentation since questionnaires can be quickly sent through mailboxes or administered through the internet (Hollin et al., 2020). Surveys have the capability of incorporating a large population, thus increasing the validity of the research. Owing to the high representativeness of the method, the data captured in such an exploration is likely to have a vital statistical significance. A researcher saves time when using surveys but allows one to get numerous responses which ultimately offer flexibility when it comes to data analysis. 
	Secondary data sources are advantageous since they are easy to access, given that internet sources offer such solutions. Accessing secondary data sources is cheap and time-saving as one can achieve that over their mobile phone browsers instead of paying for a subscription to use a library (Martins et al., 2018). Secondary data sources allow a researcher to gather meaningful insights, which help one to make meaning out of the data collected from a survey. A vast amount of secondary data can be accessed from a wide range of sources, thus offering room for longitudinal analysis of data to reach viable research findings. 
	Gathering information about the experiences of the homeless in Los Angeles through a survey may suffer shortfalls such as the unwillingness of participants to speak about their past. Surveys are not suitable when dealing with controversial topics such as the one under consideration, owing to the difficulty in recalling vital information that can be handy in the research (Hollin et al., 2020). There is a possibility of having inappropriate questions in a questionnaire, thus giving room for inaccurate answers or unanswered questions. The use of closed-ended questions in a survey affects the validity of research as it does not allow respondents to express themselves fully. 
	The downside of using secondary data sources in research is the likelihood of the sources not meeting the specific needs of the exploration. Secondary data sources offer information about the past and may have been assembled for a different reason, thus not meeting the specific needs of the research (Martins et al., 2018). In the same breath, secondary sources allow for biasness since the researcher has no control over the quality of the collected data. In an exploration of the experiences of the homeless, secondary data sources gathered and analyzed in the past may not apply today owing to changes in federal and state policies thus may be misleading to a researcher. 
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